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Russian HandRussian Hand--Grenades of World WarGrenades of World War--Two (WWTwo (WW--II)II)
•Which Russian Hand-Grenades Were Available in WW-II? Various Models (below)
•Were Stick Hand-Grenades Used by the Russians? Yes
•Grenade Evolution
–F-1 Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RGD-33 Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–RG-41 Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RG-42 Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–RG-42V Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–ROG-43 Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–RGU-38 Experimental Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RGU-39 Experimental Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RPG-40 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade
–RPG-41 / RGD-41 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade
–RPG-43 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade
–RPG-6 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade

•Rifle-Grenade Evolution
–VPGS-41
–VKG-42

•Grenade Pouches
–Two and Three-Grenade Pouches

•Decorative Grenades
–Dummy Grenades
–Wooden Models

•Definitions
–RG: Ручная Граната (Hand-Grenade)
–RGD: Rutschnaia Granata Djagonow Hand Grenade of the Degtyarev design
–RPG: ручная противотанковая граната (Anti-Tank Grenade)

HandHand--GrenadesGrenades

ArmorArmor--PiercingPiercing

Just as in machine gun development, the suffix number of Just as in machine gun development, the suffix number of 
Russian grenades indicated the year that the grenade was introduRussian grenades indicated the year that the grenade was introducedced.



Russian HandRussian Hand--GrenadesGrenades
• “Grenade" Derived from French Word for Pomegranate
–Shrapnel Reminded Soldiers of the Seeds
–During WW-I and beyond, Nicknamed ‘Pineapple’ because of Serrated Shell

•Grenade Termed a ‘niche’ Weapon
–Small Bomb: Used on the Ground and Up Close
–Not a Precise Weapon, Scattering Destruction in All Directions

•First Used in the 15th Century
–Virtually Abandoned until 1800’s, when Napoleon Bonaparte’s Armies Began 
to Recruit Large, Strong Soldiers, called Grenadiers, to Fling Grenades

•Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905
–Grenades Proved Useful in Breaking the Siege of Port Arthur

•Defensive Trench Warfare of WW-I
–Germans Were Well Armed with Grenades, but Allies Had to Improvise
–British Deployed the Mills Bomb, a Highly Effective Fragmentation Grenade

•During WW-II
–Hand Grenade Was Refined
–Gained Distinctive Pineapple Skin and Was Packed with TNT
–Russians Manufactured Grenade-Launching Catapult on the Eastern Front

•Types of Grenades
–Fragmentation Grenades: Most Common
–Purpose-Built, Anti-Tank Grenade and Launcher
•Evolved into the Bazooka

–Illuminating Grenades
•Lighting-Up Enemy Positions and Parachute Drop Zones

–Incendiary Grenades to Spread Fire
–Chemical, Gas-Grenade and Smoke Grenades Added



TimeTime--Line of Soviet WWLine of Soviet WW--II HandII Hand--GrenadesGrenades ((wikipediawikipedia.org).org)
•WW-II Hand-Grenades
–F-1 Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RGD-33 Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–RG-41 Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RG-42 Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–RG-42V Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–ROG-43 Fragmentation (with sleeve) Hand-Grenade
–RGU-38 Experimental Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RGU-39 Experimental Fragmentation Hand-Grenade
–RPG-40 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade
–RPG-41 / RGD-41 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade
–RPG-43 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade
–RPG-6 Anti-Tank Hand Grenade

RGD-33 RG-41

Anti-Personnel Hand-Grenades
RG-42 ROG-43F-1

1914 1933 1940 1941 1942 1943

RPG-6RPG-40 RPG-41 RPG-43

Anti-Tank Hand-Grenades

AntiAnti--personnel grenades evolved into antipersonnel grenades evolved into anti--tank grenades at the beginning tank grenades at the beginning 
of WWof WW--II out of necessity for the Russians to defend against the II out of necessity for the Russians to defend against the hunhun..



1.Anti-Tank Grenade RPG-40 (ручная противотанковая граната РПГ–40)
2,3. Hand-Assault Grenade RG-42 (ручная наступательная граната РГ–42)
4. Anti-Tank Grenade RPG-41 (противотанковая граната РПГ–41)

RPG-40 RPG-41RGD-41

1.1. RGDRGD--3333 ((РГРГДД––33)33)
2.2. FF--1 1 ((ФФ--1)1)
3.3. RPGRPG--43 (43 (РПГРПГ––43)43)
4.4. RGRG--4242 ((РГРГ––42)42)
5.5. RPGRPG--4040 ((РПГРПГ––40)40)

HandHand--Grenade EvolutionGrenade Evolution

StickStick--GrenadesGrenades

HandHand--Grenades Grenades 
(pineapple and can)(pineapple and can)



Comparison Chart of Soviet HandComparison Chart of Soviet Hand--GrenadesGrenades ((wikipediawikipedia.org).org)
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FF--1 1 FragmentaionFragmentaion GrenadeGrenade
((ОборонительнаяОборонительная гранатаграната ФФ--1) (www.1) (www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl))

Earliest types were direct copies of the French F-1, with a filler plug in 
the base. The F-1 has been in Russian use since 1914, and is still in use.



Original WWOriginal WW--II FII F--1 Russian 1 Russian PineapplePineapple HandHand--Grenade Grenade (1944)(1944)
(www.(www.specialistauctionsspecialistauctions.com).com)

UZRG FuseUZRG Fuse

An interesting side note is that the Russians place the safety pin ring on the 
opposite side than what most other nations do. Their instruction manuals show 

to hold the grenade with the lever under the fingers of the right hand, 
and the body against the palm, presenting the pin for a left hand pull.



RGDRGD--33 Stick Hand33 Stick Hand--GrenadeGrenade
•Ruchnaya Granata Degtyareva "Hand Grenade of the Degtyarev design“
•Sheet Metal Construction, with Removable Outer Fragmentation Sleeve
•Grenade Body (a.k.a. "Head" or "Pot") Contained All the Explosive Elements
•Deployment in the Field:
–Grenade Body and Handle Assembly Are Screwed Tightly Together
–Thumb Safety Switch Moved to the Right, Locking the Handle Assembly
–Assembled Grenades Carried in Canvas Pouches
–Fuses Placed in a Special Pocket, Each in a Paper or Cloth Wrapper and Only 
Inserted into Grenade Immediately before Use

The RGDThe RGD--33 was complicated to use and manufacture. After the German33 was complicated to use and manufacture. After the German
invasion of Russia, the simple and crude RGinvasion of Russia, the simple and crude RG--42 was developed to replace it.42 was developed to replace it.



WWWW--II RGDII RGD--33 Fragmentation Sleeve33 Fragmentation Sleeve

The Russian RGD-33 grenade resembled the popular German “potato masher”.
The fragmentation sleeve was added to the RGD-33 stick grenade 

to provide increased amounts of destructive power.



Hand Grenade RGHand Grenade RG--4242 19421942
((РучнаяРучная гранатаграната РГРГ--42) 42) 

((triznatrizna..ruru))

Hand Grenade RGHand Grenade RG--4141
((РучнаяРучная гранатаграната РГРГ--41) 41) 

((triznatrizna..ruru))



RGRG--42 Hand42 Hand--GrenadeGrenade ((wikipediawikipedia.org and .org and www.www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl))

••Ruchnaja Granata Ruchnaja Granata (RG(RG--42)

withwith fragfrag sleevesleeve

www.buymilsurp.com

42)

The RG-42 fragmentation grenade originally introduced during WW-II
as an emergency measure, continuing in use 

with the USSR and its Warsaw Pact allies in the post-war period.



Hand Grenade RGHand Grenade RG--42V 42V 
((РучнаяРучная гранатаграната РГРГ--4242ВВ) ) 

modification of modification of 
rifle grenade VPGSrifle grenade VPGS--4141

((triznatrizna..ruru))

Hand grenade ROGHand grenade ROG--43 43 
((РучнаяРучная гранатаграната РОГРОГ--43) (43) (triznatrizna..ruru))



Experimental Hand Grenade RGUExperimental Hand Grenade RGU--38 38 
((ЭкспериментальнаяЭкспериментальная РучнаяРучная гранатаграната РГУРГУ

((triznatrizna..ruru)) Experimental Hand Grenade RGUExperimental Hand Grenade RGU--39 39 
((ЭкспериментальнаяЭкспериментальная РучнаяРучная гранатаграната РГУРГУ--39) 39) 

((triznatrizna..ruru))

--38) 38) 



Comparison Chart of Soviet AntiComparison Chart of Soviet Anti--Tank, Stick HandTank, Stick Hand--GrenadesGrenades
((wikipediawikipedia.org).org)
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RPG was the Russian designation for anti-tank, stick hand-grenades, 
not the more usual acronym for "rocket-propelled grenade"). 

The shaped charge principle was accepted into service in October 1943, 
with the RPG-43 and RPG-6. It was important to land 90° to the surface 

of the vehicle for best armor penetration.



Antitank grenade RPGAntitank grenade RPG--4040 19401940
((ПротивотанковаяПротивотанковая гранатаграната РПГРПГ--40) 40) 

((triznatrizna..ruru))

Antitank grenade RPGAntitank grenade RPG--41 41 19411941
((ПротивотанковаяПротивотанковая гранатаграната РПГРПГ--41) 41) 

more powerful than the RPGmore powerful than the RPG--40 40 
with a larger explosive charge with a larger explosive charge 

to 1400gto 1400g ((triznatrizna..ruru))



RPGRPG--40 H40 Handand--GrenadeGrenade ((wikipediawikipedia.org and .org and www.www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl))
•Anti-Tank Stick Hand-Grenade
•Developed by Soviet Union in 1940
•Effective against Early German Tanks, but Ineffective against Later Models, such 
as the Panzer IV and V, Leading to RPG-43 Development

RPG40 next RPG40 next 
to the to the RGD33RGD33

Anti-tank capability came from blast effects produced by the detonation 
upon contact, enabling about 20 mm of armor to be penetrated..



Antitank grenade RPGAntitank grenade RPG--41VK41VK
((ПротивотанковаяПротивотанковая гранатаграната РПГРПГ--4141ВКВК) ) 
RGDRGD--33 with larger explosive charge 33 with larger explosive charge 

((triznatrizna..ruru))

RPGRPG--41 (www.41 (www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl))
•Holds Same Handle with 
Striker Mechanism as RGD-33



RPG-43 Hand-Grenade ((wikipediawikipedia.org and .org and www.www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl))
•Shaped Like an Oversized Stick Grenade with HEAT Warhead
•Russia's First Shaped-Charge Grenade for Anti-Tank Purposes
–"H.E.A.T." (High Explosive Anti-Tank) Explosive Charge Configuration, also 
Referred to as a Shaped or Hollow Charge Device

• When Thrown, Cylindrical Metal Cone Released from Rear of Grenade and Held 
by Fabric Strips to Stabilize Flight and Increase Likelihood of 90° Hit, with Charge 
Igniting on Impact
•Range Limited by Thrower’s Range

The RPG-43 used a shaped charge HEAT (high explosive anti-tank) warhead, 
whereas the RPG-40 used the simpler HE (High Explosive) warhead. 

Later in the war, it was improved to become the RPG-6.



RPGRPG--6 H6 Handand--GrenadeGrenade ((wikipediawikipedia.org and .org and www.www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl))
•Designed as a replacement for the RPG-43. The RPG-43 had a large warhead, but 
was designed to detonate in contact with a tank's armor; it was later found that 
optimal performance was gained from a HEAT warhead if it exploded a short 
distance from the armor, roughly the same distance as the weapon's diameter. In 
the RPG-6 this was achieved by adding a hollow pointed nose section with the 
impact fuse in it, so that when the weapon detonated the warhead was at the 
optimum distance from the armor. The weapon was a success and went into 
mass production, being used alongside the RPG-43 in many countries long after 
the war.



Soviet RifleSoviet Rifle--GrenadesGrenades



Comparison Chart of Soviet RifleComparison Chart of Soviet Rifle--GrenadesGrenades ((wikipediawikipedia.org).org)
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Rifle Grenade VPGSRifle Grenade VPGS
((РужейнаяРужейная шомпольнаяшомпольная грангран

(www.(www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl

--4141
атаата ВПГСВПГС--41)41)
))

Rifle Grenade VKGRifle Grenade VKG--42 42 
((РужейнаяРужейная гранатаграната кумулятивногокумулятивного действиядействия ВКГВКГ--42) 42) 
developed in parallel with a rifle grenade VPGSdeveloped in parallel with a rifle grenade VPGS--4141

((triznatrizna..ruru))



Soviet F1 Grenade Pouches (www.military1.5u.com)

• WWII Grenade/Rifle Mag Pouches
– 1940's vintage

• Lack of standardization in equipment manufactured in wartime Russia
– Major variants:

1) khaki, w/wood toggles and cloth loop
– 2) khaki,/buckle + leather tab
– 3) khaki/wood toggle + leather tab
– 4) khaki/wood toggle + leather tab
– 5) khaki/plastic hammer and sickle button + leather tab
– 6) green/buckle and leather tab
– 7) green or khaki/plain plastic button + leather tab
– 8) some with barely legible dates



WWWW--II Soviet 2II Soviet 2--Pocket Grenade Carrier PouchPocket Grenade Carrier Pouch
((www.www.rusmilitaryrusmilitary.com).com)

Leather Strap

Belt-Loops

Two Pockets



WWWW--IIII Soviet 3Soviet 3--Pocket Grenade Carrier PouchPocket Grenade Carrier Pouch
(www.(www.ostfrontostfront.com).com)

Leather Strap
Belt-Loops

Three F-1 Grenades

Three Pockets



WWWW--II Russian Grenade Pouch for RGDII Russian Grenade Pouch for RGD--33 33 
((www.warrelics.euwww.warrelics.eu and and www.www.ostfrontostfront.com.com))

•White Canvas for Winter Warfare
•Pouches for Two Russian WW-II RGD-33 Stick Grenades
•Small Pouch in Inside Center for Fuses



WWWW--II Russian FII Russian F--1, 31, 3--Pocket Grenade Pouch, Pocket Grenade Pouch, 
with Buckle Strapwith Buckle Strap

(www.(www.ostfrontostfront.com).com)
Code: RRFGCode: RRFG--00440044
List Price: $12List Price: $12

((ebayebay.com).com)
66--1/2" x 71/2" x 7--1/4"1/4"
List Price: $30 List Price: $30 



WWWW--II Russian RGDII Russian RGD--33 Stick33 Stick--Grenade Pouch Grenade Pouch 
ReproductionReproduction List: $12  List: $12  ((hikishophikishop.com).com)



Soviet F-1 Practice Grenade URD URD (www.(www.lexpevlexpev..nlnl))

• Russian F-1 practice grenade, called "URD“
• Bodies Painted Black with White Cross
• Dummy Fuse with Spoon Riveted to Empty "look-alike" Fuse Body
• Split-Pin with Ring Can Be Pulled.



WWWW--II FII F--1 Dummy Grenades1 Dummy Grenades

(www.(www.buymilsurpbuymilsurp.com).com)
Resin Replica ReproResin Replica Repro

((cgicgi..ebayebay))



Decorative Wooden ReproductionsDecorative Wooden Reproductions (www.(www.zibzib--militariamilitaria.de).de)

FF--1 Russian Grenade1 Russian Grenade
Product #: 60008Product #: 60008

((www.www.zibzib--militariamilitaria.de).de)

RGRG--42 Russian 42 Russian 
Product #: 60012Product #: 60012

((www.www.zibzib--militariamilitaria.de).de)

Grenade FGrenade F--11
(www.(www.oldtimergarageoldtimergarage..eueu))

RGRG--4242
(www.(www.oldtimergarageoldtimergarage..eueu))
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